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Last · winter was the wr.�rrriest in s·cotlcihd since';·�e.cords· began . in 186,8; strangely 
that was not altogether a· good' thing. January ' s. t��nperatures' averaged :6.3 degrees Co, 
ten times the average, Febr:uary was 2.3· degrees .-abcive·.r;,ormal. Tha:t. ·was co-upled with 
very heavy rainfall. Januat-y's rainfalr·was two in�hes over average on Loch Ness .�id(i). 
Ten inches fell ·in February, most of ft in the first'; week, the hi'ghest record�d since 
1979. In all, just under.''half the area's annual rainfall has fallen in the first two 
month�. of the year o This could point· ·to the summer being a nice dry one, but knowing 

Scotland. that is .not certain • . The problem with so much precipitation in mild con­
d:tions during winter is that it falls as rain, which runs ·off the surface very 
quicklyo It should come as. snow which lies for weeks, or months at altitude, and 
seeps slowly through into the water table as it thawso All this rain culminated i• a 
great fl9od on 6th/7th February. About 100 .peqple .were evacuated from their homes in 
Fort Augustus when the ·River Oich rose five feet and burst its bankso Worse damage 
was prevented by 'the hard work put in by council staff, and'members of the emergency 
services and military.· As can be· expected, in· such condi ticyns Lo.ch Ness rose far above 
normal le.vel. .;r. ·ri·ave seeh the figure of six feet �given, which is a ... tremendous amouLt 
of water·.· Perhaps it was not quite that high b.ut it was over· the jetty/piers at the 
Clansman mar�.na • . A.t' both ends ·of tree loch Inlartq Waterways staff did all they couli 
to put a�·· much. wat'er a� p'ossible into the. canal, ·systemo It may have done some good 
but was re'aliy ·a .d.ro-p .in the ode.an• The River Ness •rake its banks and ca·used some 
damage· to property in .:and a:round !nverness.; On�.e more further damage WaS ·prevented i 

by prompt action and h�rd work -.y the aut.horit:les. Around 70, 000 sand bags had been. 
used in . the area .. The good news was that there was no loss of life or serious injury. 
The climax was the collapse of th� Ness .r�ilw�y:viaducto In · the �ower reaches of �he 
river the situat,ion ·was made worse by high spr·in:g tide.s.. At 8"40 .am the viaduct went 
down.. Eye-wi fness.es said. the c�ntral span col).a.p�e>i. ·very suddenly'; with no warning, 
leaving the rail.'t.ray tines sagging above the raging river o The same evening as the 
tide went out and the current became stronger, t�9 f���er spans collapead. After 
the first .span ga,ve way the police closed th.e ·Waterloo Bridg� (Black Bridge) which is 
just a little 'further upstrep,mo The loss of' the. 12·6. y��r old v'iaduct cut the whole 
of northern 'Scotland off from the rest of t.he Br.itish Ra.il network. Scotrail set up 
a bus link·. from Inverness to Dingwall for p�s·sengers .. · They later (29th l"larch) under­
took the job'of ferrying five· the the new Sprinter trains and a number of carriages 
and coaches North to Inver�ordon. This will ease·the situation during the summer. 
season on the northern· portion of the n·etwork.. Two 108 t on loco.mot.ives and some 
other items of rolling stock were brought south by retu�n. A temporary depot has 
been erected at Muir of Ord, to take care o! cleani�g and maintenance " Plans

. 
h�ve 

been drawn and passed f�r a new viaduct, and if all goes to schedule · .. it should b.e in 
operation by May 1990. The Elack Bridge \<ras re-<Olpened, b,ut later inspection showed 
that it had suffered some damage and immediate work'was needed on it. The Citaqel. 
Quay, in Inverness Harbour, suffered damage from the debris and material scoured from 
the·river bed. Up to date the authorities have dumped thousands of tons of sto�e.into 
the river bed in a bid to stabili�e it, and dredging is under way to clear debris from 
the harbour. The flooded rive.r \<!as featured, ·briefly, on the national TV news,. but . 
the isolation of the whole of northern ·Scotland :from rail traffic did not get much 
attention south of the bord.er � On Monday, 13th February, high winds struck the High­
lands. Some houses.._in Inverness had their roofs blown off, cars were damaged by fly­
ing debris, residential caravans were blown over, and as many as 50,000 consumers 
suffered electricity failures; .20,000.were still· without power on Tuesday and almost 
4,000 were without it until Wednesday •. . North Skye and the Weste.rn Isles were amo:ag 
the worst hit in this way.· . Further chaos was br·ought by the number of trees blown 
down. Railway lines north and south from Inverness were closed for a time by fall?n 
trees. Many roads in the area were blocked, the Inverness/Dores road was· choked with 
fallen trees as far down as Scaniport. TV and radio transmissions suffered problems 
caused by either direct damage to transmitters by the·wind or by the failure of power 
supplies. The Forestry Com�ission closed down most· of the Farigaig Forest's network 
of trails and walks owing to fears for public safety.· The longer trails have been 
closed but the shorter walks to the Loch Ness viewpoint and the River and Road trails 
are still · open. The wind has devastated almost ·90· per cent of the network. It is the 
larger mature conifers that have suffered. most. Tijey were planted over 60 ·years ag� 
and gave the Farigaig trails an unique forest atm9sphere·. It has been estimated ·that 
about 4,000 tonnes of fallen timb.er will need clearing,, a�d much restorative work 
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undertaken before the trails can 
,
be r;��P���d . It is · ·unlikely ·that· the area will be 

.f�lly open to the public this year. At Cromarty, the Cromarty Salmon Company sustained 
·c.amage estimnted at over one million pouhds v1hen fish cages .. were blown ashore and 
38,000 fish were lost. One million pou�d�, or _over, i� r�ckoned to_be the si�e of the 
oill fa�ing the Inverness Harbour Trustees. This is· ·made' up· of· the c�st of �epairs 
and dredging, also lost ;revenue becauSe tankers··have riot'' been 'able . to ';1S,e �he _debri� 
clogged harbour for some time. Once again this major -storm, ' a�d. tne 'deva.�_ta.'tion it· 

. brp}lght, received �very little .media coverage south df··the bord·e�� N·� liviz:1g by the 
·:loch I did not see it in these flooded or stormy conditions;:·it'.mtist·have'been a:.· .. :: ... 
. memorable sight. I have · seen the�loch in ver.� wiridy1condit_

i.oh.s,_� bu� ... -�hile_.the waves:··· 
become very lar.ge . they· seem: to reac·h a certain· size -and.·t.hen the _wind· takes the .tops 
_of .them. Just a thought, I .wonder how· many little Nessies were wa.'sqe

.
d dO-lNfl to th�. 

'firth in the flood? · ·· 
Pestilence and Conservatj.on . . . . . 

Last year an out'break ·of 'dis.ease, � cau's.ed by �- mys�ery . virus killed thousands of 
seals in the North Sea. Th.�. Moray firtJ:l .. was affect_ed and ab01,1t a dozen dead seals 
were· washed up· on the beaches. The· boQ.ies were examined by Hinistt-y: ,vets and were 

.discovered to have ·suffered from. two· types qf serious infection .. -: They warned dog · ·  

owners to keep their pets awq.y from dead. or O.ying_seals as .. c;>ne of the·infections was 
a ean·i'ne distemper-like virus. The othef, which .was fo1.:1nd in most but not all the· . 
-dead animals, was an infectiott� ba�terium'(bordetella 'Qronchiseptica) wh�ch may �xplain 
the severity of the. lung· 8:nd upper· �espirgto�y tr.act darnage·_seen in. the l"loray Firth 
seals.: The death rate ii?- ·tn� .. Norp,y and C!'omarty Firths was low:-and.only common seals· 
seemed to be affected. In .. t1arch this yea!' Soviet s.q,ientists. said that the outbreak. o'f 
disease in the Nort.h S:ea a_r.e?- ·.·may have beeh q. .:t;empo�q,I;y :plie.nCDruena. They had noticed· 
that ·a similar ou�l?r.ea� am.o!fg th� .�orld' s only fre.sh�ater seals in Lake·:Baikal · in·· 
S iber�a, killed s·ev.�ra.� th��sand se_als i� ju�t over a, year·,- :then . the death' rate f.ell · · ' 
back _to: normal as th� s.�als s.eemed to -d�velop an immunl,.ty to the· vj.rus:.: .. · European· 
rese�u:?]'lers are now .tf.y�ng_ t.o est.abli_sh if . it was the· same ··vir.us: that: c.:1used· t'h·e ·out�·:.· ... ·:· 
breaks· �n Siberia and W.estern Europe·� . . ·: : . ·-.:>!= · . · . 

. 

·M�h could be th�
·
_ C!3-USe of the· n�xt pestilence ·in-. the .. ·H�ayr.:Firtih�· . .:.-.A.t· the·liioment '··� 

Inverness deposits. it� · se�age, more or less raw: into;,the firth�· t·hrougrf· a fairly ·short. . . 
out-fail pipe. Thl.s .i$. eaus.ing con:.tamination.·pro:t,?lems .albng· fC:>"reshotes , arid tb:e're . 

. . 

has _be
.
yn a cons id era ble .deter.i.9ration.: �n. the �at,er ·,qual-i{;y ·.ove·r the ·years. The· High­

land· Regional Council too� .. -�dv;i.ee, and their ·water and sewage ·committee came up· with 
plans·. for the mace:t:"'at io'n .. . of th.e . . . sewage_:and the .disposa-l· of the. resulting effiuent . through a long out-fal.+ pip.e. They said: that·· by· taking. . it further -0ut int·o the firth 
the·tides would be able to_.disperse,it :more efficiently • . Thi's.plan has brought·some.­
thing of a public outcry'�· ·a.n�.::objectiops · from local .. councils: along the shore� of .. the 
firth, Ardersier, Nairn, Alness, etc... While such a ·.plan would ··be�·an,..improveiriemt_ on 
the present situation, it is by •o means a permanent answer ·to the:prool��, j�st 
spreading the effects over a wider area. ·What is needed is· a full�scale·t�eatment 
workso If necessary a financial cqmmitment· should be sought.from the Scottish Office, 
which has now called for �n environmental impact assessment into the scheme. The 
water and sewage committee is to carry out such qn as$essment, although some senior 
regional councillors have called for ind.e-perl;dent consultants tb be :·called -:in. The 
Greenpeace vessel Moby Dick arr.ived in tl:le Moray Firth i:n early June. Tney -are cam­
paigning to protect UK dolphins and porpoises . The . l"loray Firth·,- a.long vrith Cardigan 
Bay in Wales, are �h� only t�9_remaining areas of British waters which are'home to 
semi-resident populations of boftle-nosed dolphins •. · Greenpea c·e is seeking to have · 
these areas designated as 'marine- nature reserves·' and .so .protect· the species. The 
whole area of the Moray firth and the inn��·Beauly Firth are very� important sites fo� 
�ater birds of all tyBes. Mergansers winter in the inner· firth· in large numbers, whil� 
perhaps half the British population of acoters and long-tailed ducks winter in ·the ·area. 
It is now the only British sit�_:which. regularly holds.·more than 20,000 sea ducks'.· . . 
There are also Harbour Porpoic�s in the firth, and I · have reported whales being seen· 
in the firth. Last Npvemb�r three pilot wha�es. were seen in the Beauly Firth� one of 
the �� � animals -���m�d.· in some distress and. the others were· trying to gu�de '1 t 'back 
to deeper water. .Ap,a.�t. from the general. m��ace of: pollution arid···dreadful consequ:enees·, 
: have arJother worry ab()ut the· sttuation. in the firth. ·.While i:t ·is not a theq�y� I . ·. 
nold, 'it is thought by .. some that .. the ·Loch Ness. animals so'metirnes .. go down the;river· to· .. 
the sea and perhaps: therefore. �c� �gain • . In .the event.th�t·such a mi5ration does 
happen, a polluted firth co�ld·end�nger Nessie, a very· rar€ species.· On the same 
linea of corJ.servanc,r and prot�ction_,. is the word of a · new reserve. The .�ral Socie�y 
for the Protection of Birds ha�: pureh_a�e<i: a 200 · a.cre tract ·of birchwo'od and moorland 
on the shor�s of Loch Ruthven as a reserve for the rare Slavonian grebe. The loch 
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wiich is on the tous between Dores and Foyers is. a·

· favoured breeding site of the grebes. 
The pur�hase should enoure ·that this remains so. Visl.tvrs will be able to see these 
beautiful _bires without disturbing them' from the loch�ide hide. There are many dif­
ferent birds to be �een around the loch,· recsntly ospreys have been seen fishing there. 
�a�t year ospreys nested n�ar Loch Ness, the 1est was :n1own abotlt by the Nature Conser­
vancy Council and-RS}?B ,- who guarded what they thought was a secret. However NCC 
officers on a Jacob.it.e · cr'uise wer� astounded when the boat moved closer· to·· the shore and 
the. nest was pointed out. to a packed passenger lounge, over the loudsp·eaker. A spokes­
i:r.e.n for the Jacobite Cruises sa.id _he wa§l_·_�orrY. they had been pointing out the birds, but 
thought that every�n�--knew. ab0�t them and w�re ' interested in seeing them. Over the past 
three years the Forestry Comr_nission have been ·. developing 'floating islands' in an attempt 
to . provi�� th� endapgered blaqk•throated diver with suitable nesting sites. Is is esti­
mntfd·t�at . . there are only 150 of these birds left in Britain ; as.numbers have dropped 
oYer the years they have been more affected-by disturbance to their normal nesting sites. 
They nest on, and around, highland lo ehs on low lying shores and islands. On shore dis­
tur�ance comes f�om fishermen; on·the islands they can be sub ject to flooding, having 
n�sts.,_. eggs, chicks, washed away by rising water. The final ·design is three 4 by 8 _­

pieces of polystyrene bolted to a timber frame, edges chamfered, · slightly oval shaped 
e.-nd t.he ·who_le covered with carpet underfelt to ensure that the island vegetation will 
soak up water and_.staY. moist • Mossy vegetation and rushes . were laid on the surface - and 
_the whole island moored offshore by chains from concrete fi.lled barrel'S. Three of the 
t:;::>mmissi,on's islands were successfully used by pairs of divers last year. The RSPB have 
adopteq the design a�d built six. �-f their: own for private lochs and esta�es in various 
'Rrts of the Highlands. 
�:5.g}f.tings? 

. . The Sunday �ost newspaper carried a r€port on 4th June that the previous day a boat­
lo�d qf tourists . had s��n 'the Loch Ne�s. Monster' o The boat is the Caledonian Queen 

.. which is run by its owner, Norman McKenzie, from Fort Augustus • . Mr McKenzie said that 
he had recently fitted the boat with �ew sonar equipment which ·gives a colour display on 
a sdreen. At 2.45 pm the boat was passing Johnny's Point, which is on the northern 
s�ore about 2� �iles ftom Fort Augustus, when a blue blob showed on the screen. This 
\-Jas said to tep�esent a forty foot object some 300 feet below the boat. As I have 
pointed out before in Nessletters, the - interpretation - o f sonar is very complicated, and 
while this report is v.ery interesting, -it_ could be open to further investigation.· It is 
�lso , I believe• the fir'st time � newspaper has reported that ·a group of people . has 
'se�n' the monster on sonar. 

Betty Gallagher, from the Exhibition . . Centre, sent me the following r'eport : At 
9_ ... 10 am on 19th May 1989 Mr. D.C. Williams, and a companion who did not · wish to be 
identified , were walking up the pata behind the Clansman Hotel. They were on the -last 
day o.f -t �eir holiday aboard the hire eruiser Leven Castle. · · They had moored overnight 
at the Clansman marina and next mo.rning .took a walk up the hillside. The loch con<:fi­
tions were perfect visability, sunshine, no wind or· mist. They saw· what appeared to be 
the double wake of a boat, but· when their ,attention moved fbrward of the wake they saw 
what they described as a pole· stic.king · out of the water . . They thou ght it was moving at 

_�bout 10 kno�s , and it wa£ frequently� changing direction. - They calculated it was 
approximately a quarter of· a-mile off the north shore., and heading towards Urquhart Bay. 
They watejled until losing si ght of: it behind trees. Mr Williams had ta-ken two photo­
graFks; the film was later passed to Betty for her to have it processed in Inverness. 
They made thei� way .back to the harbour where they asked two fishermen there if they 
had seen a boat .Q� other object pass • .  They we're told that they haa seen nothing pass 
t�at morning. Aidrian Shine, Loch Ness Project, who lives by ·the Clansman was around 
and hrou-ght into_ the discussion.· He suggested that it · had perhaps been·-a duck or other 
w_ater bir;d. Mr Williams was certain it ·was not a ·boat , as it changed course too fre­
quently and quiekly. It was his first visit to the ·loch, so he has limited knowledge of 
local �?nd.iti_ons and fauna. His friend supported-what Mr··Williams said; he had seen the 
same t!i�g; but.: fearing ridicule did not ·wish to give his name. However when Betty 
examin_ed, the photographs after proces�ing-.they show.ed nothing but a good view of the 
loch . ! have nq details of the ·camera or lens used, if it wap a fairly ordinary one, 
_no zoo� , etc.; �t could be that .the object was too small/far· away to register. It seems 
very possible: t�at it was a water- bird of· some d€ scription that was seen, giving a far 
better �mage to the eye than to the film, or a lit�tle Nessie··· · 

ln ear:ly May 1-988 Andreas Trottmann, a· NIS men�ber from· Swit �erland was· at the loch. 
He was watering alone from the Cobb Nernorial ·at 5.:00 am on 11th May. Tt was a beautiful 
morniug, calm loch , good weather, sunrise. Around 6.30 a dense fog, coming from the 
north-east, covered the loch very quickly. Andreas decided to return to Lewiston for 
breakfast, tt�e A82 w�s very foggy. When he reached Urquhart Bay it was free from fog, 
rounding Strone Point he was driving very fast down the straight stretch towards Borlum. 
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He caught sight of a· longish: hump;· pointed at both ends. By the time he managed :t.o stop 
aT.C. reverse back up the· road (you've guessed) the object had vanished. He made the 
fc;llowing notes at. once: 4 to 5 m long;·_ 6o to 70 cm broad, height difficult to estimate 
&�-} ::.e \vas looking downilards, but it seetn�d in proport'ion, dark-grey in colour with a 
-...-.��;-c pat�h iJl front, no visual movement; no boats, l_ogs or other large objects nearby. 
E� se.� .d the. expression of an upturned boat is a. very close a·escription. He said ·that he. 
or.l:;- saw the" object for some two �econds' a,nd his noted deta'ils and observations are 
moct probably impressions. The o�ject was in the Borlurn Bay ar�a·, off the River Coiltie. 
Ano�c.her unse_ttling little episode, Andre;;iS knows t.he loch fairly well and what should 
norm�lly be._seen th·ere. 'He called ·it q. -'strange occurrence'. One question: if there was 
no obvious .movemertt_, how· did he know the white patch was on the front? Or is it a case 
of, some animals have ·white fronts, there was a white patch, so that must be the front. 
Loch.Ness �roject ·· 

· 

Having mentioned Aidrian, I· have heard from pim that the Project 'is·to set up a 
passive son�r experiment. It will consist. of a t'!'ansducer -placed on the· underwater slope 
pointing _9-cross the loch, this fixed beam will ):)e moni tared from the stb re, ·perhaps the 
equipment being in a purpose built hut. The suggested site for trial runs was afl the 
Clansman Hotey'Mtarina. This is in line with my own thoughts. I have said before I feel 
the animalE may have patt.erns of behavio�; if so and these can be established under­
water. ca�eras and other equipment could be deployed to good effect. ·There are drawbacks 
to such a s�he�e I realise. It may.·or will, be time consuming; also there-is strong 
evidence that the animals are aware of some types of sonar• Wavelengths will. need. to be 
selected very carefully, otherwise the animals will just stay away from the beams� 

I have had some adverse ·comment from some members that the package offered by the 
Loch Ness & Morar Project (NIS91) had not been forthcoming, and they had been unable to 
get re�lies 'to their enquiries. While I have not yet s�en the .Project write up, I have 
rec�ntly. pad . \vord ·from a member that they had received· theirs. 
NIS at th� Lochside · 

Andreas sent word he· hopes to be at. the loch with.some ·sonar gear some time in May. 
He will be in the Foyers area. No fUrthe1' details. 

Doug Macfarlane intends to have his ·new catamaran. up
.

at the loch for a prolonged 
period from June. I have h.:ls report about last·season's work which I will pass on-next 
time. He will be using sail ·as power and hopes to be able to extend his sonar coverage 
of the loch. · 

Alastair and Sue Boyd will be at Strone froru 29th July until 26th August, staying 
in the usual chalet, with their camer�s. Alastair sent some comments on Ulrich Magin's 
remarks in �IS 91. ·I hope to include them in the n�xt Nessleyter. 

Dori��- my wife1 our daughter, myself and possibly Doris's sister hope .to be
.

at the 
old pier Abriachan from 22nd July until 4th August� .. We will be in a high top Bedford 
motor caravan, white, reg. ODC· 503R. 

· 

Mike Johnson from Clinton IA, USA, and his wife .will be over from 6th/7th October 
until the 27th, at the Lewiston Arms Hotel, Drurru1adrochit. They plan ·to watch from 5 or 
6 points'around the loch moving as conditions or whim . dictate. They have a 35 mm camera 
with a 600 mm �irror telephoto lens; and video camcorder with. 8:1 zoom. They would be 
willing to co-ordinate with anyone who will •e at the. loch at the same time. 
Erik beckjord 

NIS 92 brought immediate response .from Erik in the form of a telephone cal� followed 
by a letter. I have not ·space · to put it all in this time. Erik pointed out that the 
National �r�ptozoological S.ociety has undertaken four expeditions. He objected to the 
'just a eieason or two' remark. But in the. overall picture four expeditions is . just a 
season or two. I am not blaming Erik or belittling the work he has done, just pointing 
out how little is being done. Erik is one of few who is trying. ·He hopes to be back on 
the lo�h for the last two weeks in July and the first· in August and:would �B happy to· co­
ordinate. wtth anyone of similar mind. I have no details as to where he ·may. be found at 
Ness. H� is looking for a copy of 'The Honsters of Achanult' ·by R.L. Cassie·, published 
by D. Wyl.li_e & Son in· 1935. Any information write: Box 6534, Nalibu, CA90264., U . S . A . 

Anoth�r Nessleiter finished. Perhaps I should just carry· 6n then you may receive 
the next more or less on time. However please, as always," remember your news and views 
are always welcome, and needed. The address is: R. R. Hepple, 7 Huntshieldford, 
St. Johns Chapel, Bishop A�ckland, Co Durham, DLl3 lRQo Tel: 0388 537359. 
Subscriptions: U.K. £2o75. N.America $9.00 


